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violations of federal law or the Con-
stitution. Further, Congress ought to 
allow courts to consider and make 
modifications of consent decrees in in-
stitutional reform cases any time a 
public official with an interest in the 
case has a good and compelling reason 
to seek changes. Finally, Congress 
should compel termination of decrees 
after a fixed time, unless plaintiffs 
demonstrate that current violations of 
law necessitating the continuation of 
the decree exist. 

Reform by Congress of the general 
procedures governing judicial decrees 
in cases seeking reform of State and 
local government institutions along 
the lines suggested by Professor Sand-
ler in his book will strengthen our 
State and local democratic institutions 
while ensuring the continued protec-
tion of constitutional and legal rights. 
I hope to look for opportunities to pur-
sue and effectuate some of the pro-
posals I have outlined above as the 
Senate considers relevant authorizing 
legislation. I hope many of my col-
leagues will join me in this effort. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IN HONOR OF THE NATIONAL UN-
DERGROUND RAILROAD FAMILY 
REUNION FESTIVAL AND ITS 
SPONSORS 

∑ Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, I rise 
to pay tribute to the Harriet Tubman 
Historical Society and the National 
Underground Railroad Family Reunion 
Festival. The William Still Under-
ground Railroad Foundation, Inc. spon-
sors this national festival. Celebrating 
the rich history of those that sought 
their freedom and the freedom of oth-
ers by following the North Star, the 
festival reunites families from 
throughout the country—particularly 
descendants of the many men and 
women who bravely constituted the 
Underground Railroad. 

Descendants of William Still, who is 
considered by many to be the father of 
the Underground Railroad, have gath-
ered to preserve their family’s legacy 
for the past 133 years. They unite in 
celebration and in honor of Still and 
other pioneering gentlemen and gentle-
women who fought against the oppres-
sive forces of slavery. William Still was 
a freeborn black who became a promi-
nent abolitionist, writer, and business-
man. Working tirelessly to free the 
enslaved and to destroy the very insti-
tution of slavery, William Still led per-
haps the most dramatic system of pro-
test our young Nation had ever seen. 

As the birthplace of William Still 
and other notable abolitionists, New 
Jersey played a significant role in the 
success of the Underground Railroad. 
Offering an excellent cover of dense 
forests and heavy wilderness, our State 
provided various routes for Under-
ground conductors. After crossing the 
Delaware River under the cloak of 
darkness, escaping slaves would travel 

from Camden to Burlington, and then 
on to Bordentown. Runaways also 
came to Bordentown through the towns 
of Swedesboro and Woodbury. This 
path to freedom then ran north 
through the woodlands of Princeton 
and on to New Brunswick, a hub in the 
railroad that also received fugitives 
traveling from Trenton. Conductors 
then bore their travelers across the 
Raritan River—a perilous but pivotal 
crossing. From Rahway these ex-
hausted and terrified slaves and their 
devoted guides traveled to Jersey City 
and into New York. These newly eman-
cipated men, women, and children then 
continued their journey north, to Can-
ada and to freedom. The Underground 
Railroad carried the hopes and dreams 
of hundreds of thousands. Many Ameri-
cans risked their own lives and the 
lives of their loved ones in order to de-
fend the beliefs that all are created 
equal and that liberty is a universal 
right. 

Families and communities through-
out New Jersey were vital to the lib-
eration of countless slaves. The Na-
tional Family Reunion Festival, spon-
sored by the Still family, seeks to pro-
vide a forum for generations, not only 
to preserve their due sense of pride, but 
to pass on the stories of their fore-
bears’ bravery to younger generations. 
The Still family boasts a proud Amer-
ican heritage that dates back 360 years. 
Fittingly, the Stills have spearheaded 
this year’s 3-day festival. It is the first 
of its kind—a unique blend of history 
and culture, the past and the present, a 
commemoration of the historical fight 
against the enslavement of men and 
women and finally a celebration of the 
unity we seek and strive to create in 
our Nation every day. The National 
Underground Railroad Family Reunion 
Festival will bring together descend-
ants of conductors, abolitionists, 
stationmasters, and fugitives along 
with those who joyously recognize the 
incredible courage with which the rail-
road ran and the invaluable justice for 
which it ran. 

Mr. President, I invite you and my 
colleagues to join me in commending 
The William Still Underground Rail-
road Foundation, Inc. and the Harriet 
Tubman Historical Society for their 
spectacular efforts that honor the val-
orous deeds of abolitionists and keep 
the history and legacies of our great 
Nation alive.∑ 

f 

THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
OF COWETA, OKLAHOMA. 

∑ Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to inform my colleagues in the 
Senate today that the city of Coweta, 
in my home State of Oklahoma, is cele-
brating the centennial of its founding. 

Coweta has a rich and proud history. 
From its beginning as a Native Amer-
ican settlement town to being one of 
the fastest growing cities in one of the 
fastest growing counties in Oklahoma, 
Coweta is truly a great place to live, 
work, and raise a family. It is a place 

where values like faith, family, and 
community are lived daily by its resi-
dents. The spirit and character of Okla-
homa are alive and well in Coweta. 

It is my honor and privilege of help 
recognize and celebrate this occasion. 
Generations of residents have made 
Coweta a renewable place during its 
first 100 hundred years. Current and fu-
ture generations will continue to make 
Coweta a special place for many years 
to come. 

Congratulations to Coweta for cele-
brating this centennial.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN CABELL 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor and pay tribute to Mr. 
Stephen Cabell of Owensboro, KY. Ear-
lier this year, Stephen was named a 
Presidential Scholar in the Arts. 

The Presidential Scholars in the Arts 
Program is administered by the U.S. 
Department of Education to honor 
some of our Nation’s most artistic and 
creative high school seniors. Each 
year, the National Foundation for Ad-
vancement in the Arts recommends a 
small number of exceptionally gifted 
students to this program. This year, 
only 16 students from across the coun-
try were named a Presidential Scholar 
in the Arts. This honor rewards indi-
viduals who excel in various disciplines 
of the arts, including music, theater, 
dance, and visual arts. Stephen was 
awarded this honor in recognition of 
his musical composition genius. 

Stephen Cabell was born in 
Owensboro, KY. During his freshman 
year of high school he was accepted 
into the Interlochen Arts Academy in 
Michigan, a prestigious high school 
known for its contribution to the fine 
arts. While attending Interlochen, he 
studied horn, piano, and music com-
position. Stephen continues his love of 
music during his free time, when he tu-
tors students in music theory, re-
searches composers, and collects musi-
cal scores. He is the son of Steve and 
Mary Cabell of Owensboro, who I know 
are very proud of Stephen and his tal-
ent and commitment to music and per-
fection. 

Since he was 8 years old, Stephen has 
been composing musical pieces. During 
his career he has won numerous 
awards. Stephen is a recipient of the 
Morton Gould Young Composers Award 
from the American Society of Com-
posers, Authors, and Publishers, 
ASCAP, as well as the Neil Robert Me-
morial Scholarship from the 
Interlochen Arts Academy. Groups 
such as the Owensboro Symphony Or-
chestra, Imani Winds, and the 
Interlochen Academy regularly per-
form his music. Most recently, Stephen 
performed one of his pieces at the John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts in an event designed to showcase 
the talents of all 16 Presidential Schol-
ars. In the fall, Stephen plans to study 
composition at the Curtis Institute of 
Music. 
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Stephen Cabell has repeatedly proven 

his genius in the field of musical com-
position. I would like to congratulate 
him again on being named a Presi-
dential Scholar in the Arts, a tremen-
dous honor indeed. I thank the Senate 
for allowing me to recognize Stephen 
and his accomplishments. He is a true 
source of pride for Kentucky.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DANNY PIPER 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I want 
to put into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
a statement I made last year shortly 
after we lost a great friend of mine and 
a true American success story, Danny 
Piper. 

Danny Piper came into my life 13 
years ago. I was the Chairman of the 
Disability Policy Subcommittee here 
in the Senate, and was the sponsor of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
We were having a series of hearings 
leading up to the hopeful passage of 
this bill. Danny became the first per-
son with Downs Syndrome to testify 
before a congressional committee. I 
can’t remember exactly how this came 
about, but I am sure that Marietta 
Lane, Paul Marchand, and Bobby Sil-
verstein had something to do with find-
ing Danny and getting him and Sylvia 
and Larry to Washington. 

I can remeber that day like it was 
yesterday. Danny was cool, composed, 
and very confident as a witness. I 
spoke with him later, and asked if ap-
pearing before the Senate was like 
being in his high school play. ‘‘Not so 
bad,’’ Danny replied. 

I followed Danny from then on. I was 
so proud when he got his high school 
certificate, then got his first job. In 
fact, I spent one of my ‘‘workdays’’ at 
the store with Danny. He showed me 
the ropes.’’ He showed me the correct 
way to stock shelves. He made sure I 
knew how to load the cardboard box 
machine so I wouldn’t get hurt. We 
went to lunch together, and it was a 
day I will always cherish. 

Evey once in a while I would run into 
Dan in one place or another. He always 
hailed me as ‘‘Hi, big guy.’’ Once, I was 
visiting a school in Ankeny during the 
summer, and I was to meet with some 
teachers and administrators. To my 
surprise, when I entered the room, 
there stood Dan. So he gave me his 
usual, ‘‘Hi, big guy’’ routine. One of the 
older persons there said, ‘‘This is Sen-
ator HARKIN.’’ Dan just sort of 
shrugged, and said, ‘‘Yeah, yeah, I 
know . . . big guy’’. This memory still 
makes me smile. 

Dan was always a part of all my cam-
paigns, always there for my announce-
ments and always there for the victory 
parties. But perhaps my most cher-
ished moment with Dan was this 
spring. Dan set another first, I believe, 
when he introduced me at my an-
nouncement for reelection before a 
bank of TV cameras and a couple of 
hundred people. Sylvia told me how 
hard he practiced for this, and I could 
tell. He was poised, but a little nervous 

as he forgot to introduce my wife, 
Ruth. I told Dan it was no big deal, I 
still forget to do that sometimes my-
self. But he gave that introduction 
without missing a beat. He had it down 
pat. I was so proud and honored that 
Dan would do that for me. 

Sylvia and Larry, their family were 
pioneers in every sense of the word. 
Long before it was even grudgingly ac-
cepted, they made sure Dan was fully 
integrated in with his peers in school, 
made sure he was not ‘‘sent away’’ like 
my brother was so many years ago, to 
an institution where everyone was 
‘‘just like him.’’ Dan was a pioneer, 
also, challenging a system that wanted 
to deny him his individuality, deny 
him his personal hopes and dreams, 
deny him his independence, deny him 
his human right to meet challenges 
and set goals for himself. 

When we visited Dan in the hospital, 
I was so certain that he was going to 
make it. He had that same positive up-
beat attitude I have always known. He 
was looking forward to helping me 
again this fall, as he had always helped 
me. 

Well, Dan, a tragic accident has 
meant that you will not be with us 
physically. But the most powerful 
thing about you, Dan, was your spirit, 
and that will always be with us who 
were touched by your life. Your spirit 
commands us to lead on, break down 
barriers that separate us, provide that 
ladder or ramp of opportunity for all. 
We will enact MICASSA into law, Dan, 
and your example of overcoming chal-
lenges and meeting goals compels us 
not to fall in this endeavor. 

Thank you, Dan, for all the help you 
gave us during your brief life. You 
helped us to be more understanding, 
more generous and more caring toward 
one another. That is a great legacy. In 
whatever lies ahead, you will be often 
on my mind, and always in my heart.∑ 

f 

RON MICHAELSON: 29 YEARS AT 
THE ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS 

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to my friend Dr. 
Ronald D. Michaelson. Ron Michaelson 
will retire in June after 29 years of out-
standing service to Illinois as the exec-
utive director of the Illinois State 
Board of Elections. I want to salute his 
dedication to public service and briefly 
share his story with you today. 

Dr. Michaelson grew up in Chicago. 
He received a bachelor of arts degree 
from Wheaton College in 1963, a master 
of arts degree in political science from 
Northwestern University in 1965, and a 
Ph.D. in government from Southern Il-
linois University in 1970. 

Dr. Michaelson went on to devote his 
life to public service. He began his pro-
fessional career working in State gov-
ernment as an assistant to former Illi-
nois Governor Richard Ogilvie. He then 
spent several years teaching at San-
gamon State University. His interest 
in the political arena remained, how-

ever, and in 1974 he returned to that 
arena to head the newly created State 
board of elections. The board was 
formed to interpret election laws and 
coordinate procedures for holding elec-
tions, and Dr. Michaelson became the 
board’s first and so far only executive 
director. 

Dr. Michaelson’s drive and ambition 
helped him administer and supervise 
the agency in a fair and bipartisan 
manner. He devoted himself and his 65 
staff members to creating one of the 
most respected campaign disclosure 
systems in the Nation—one that re-
quires candidates to report disclosure 
statements electronically, making 
them easily accessible to those inter-
ested in a candidate’s campaign dona-
tions. Dr. Michaelson’s success in cre-
ating a fair and effective system of 
campaign disclosure in the tough polit-
ical environment of Illinois provided a 
heartening and instructive example for 
the cause of political openness nation-
wide. 

In addition to his teaching and his 
work in government, Dr. Michaelson 
has authored numerous articles that 
have been published in leading state 
and national journals. He is the past 
national chairman of the Council on 
Governmental Ethics Laws and speaks 
frequently at conferences in the areas 
of election administration and cam-
paign finance. He currently serves as 
an appointee to the advisory com-
mittee of the Federal Election Com-
mission and teaches as an adjunct pro-
fessor of public affairs at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Springfield. 

Dr. Michaelson’s dedication to public 
service will continue beyond his retire-
ment this month. He intends to assist 
the State board of elections on a part- 
time basis with the implementation of 
the recently enacted Help America 
Vote Act. 

In a time of considerable cynicism 
about public officials, Ron 
Michaelson’s career stands as a shining 
example of the finest tradition of hon-
orable service to the public: an exam-
ple of integrity, fairness, hard work, 
and high standards. I am truly pleased 
to honor Dr. Michaelson on his retire-
ment from the Illinois State Board of 
Elections and to thank him for his 
service to the state of Illinois and for 
the example he has set in the course of 
that service. I know my fellow Sen-
ators will join me in congratulating 
Dr. Michaelson on his remarkable ca-
reer.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REBECCA WILLIAMS 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor and pay tribute to Ms. 
Rebecca Williams of Henderson, KY. 
Rebecca was recently awarded a James 
Madison Memorial fellowship. 

The James Madison fellowship, in its 
12th year of competition, supports the 
further study of American history by 
college graduates who aspire to become 
teachers of American history, Amer-
ican government, and social studies in 
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